[Dental care to the Israeli Defense Forces' fighters].
The combat soldiers of the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) get comprehensive dental care. The service of a combat soldier in the IDF can be divided into two periods: the period of training that includes basic training and advanced training lasting six to eight months, followed by a period of operational activity within the framework of the battalions. Throughout his service, the combat soldier is exposed to dental disease including dental caries, periodontal disease and dental trauma attributed to his terms of service with low availability to maintain adequate oral hygiene in high intensity training. There is no available data as to the dental status of new recruits. This information is needed in order to determine the level of oral and dental health among combatsoldiers in order to guarantee operational continuity. Every recruit undergoes a full dental examination in order to determine his level of oral and dental health. From this point on, dental treatment is offered and performed according to the level of oral and dental health, in order to treat the most severe levels. The dental treatment is carried out so that throughout his service, the combat soldier is summoned to various dental clinics: the base unit training clinic, clinics serving the Brigades and experts clinics. All the factors mentioned above, are designed to help increase the provision of therapy, and lead to an increase in the number of fighters who receive comprehensive dental care.